Transarterial embolization in the management of life-threatening hemorrhage after maxillofacial trauma: a case report and review of literature.
There are many reasons for hypotension in trauma patients. Life-threatening hemorrhage associated with maxillofacial trauma is considered rare. Here, we present a 25-year-old patient with maxillofacial trauma complicated by life-threatening hemorrhage after a traffic accident. At the emergency department, massive epistaxis was noted. Nasal packing and blood transfusion were performed, but vital signs of the patient were still unstable. Cerebral angiography revealed contrast extravasation from the left superficial temporal and internal maxillary arteries of the left external carotid artery. After transarterial embolization was performed, the hemorrhage immediately stopped. When common treatment such as nasal packing, correction of coagulopathy, reduction of fractures, and arterial ligation fails to control the hemorrhage, transarterial embolization can offer a safe alterative to surgical exploration.